
WhilstthesculpturerepresentsMaryandteenageJesus,itisalsoa

sculptureaboutateenageboyandhismother.Thusitisasculpture

thatspeakstoallabouttherelationshipbetweenMaryandJesus

andallmothersandsons.

Jesusinthesculptureseemstobeaboutfifteenorsixteenyearsold.

Boysofthatagewouldthenhavebeenexpectedtomaketheirown

living.Jesuslikehisfatherwasalabourerandcarpenter,hisapron

carriesthetoolssymbolicofhistrade.Nodoubthewouldhave

beenearningthemoneytohelpsupporthimselfandhisfamily.It

wouldhavebeenahappylife.Jesuswouldworkinhisshopduring

theday;perhapsMarywasafrequentvisitor,admiringandtakingin-

terestinhiswork.

MarywasveryyoungwhenshegavebirthtoJesus,andherewe

seeherasawomaninherearlythirties.Maryhadalwaysknown

thathersonwasspecial.Herewasthesonshehadconceivedand

born,nurturedandlovedasbabeandboy.Howmuchdidsheknow

ofwhatlayahead?Whatdidsheponderinherheart?

AndhowfarwasJesusawareofhisrolehewastoplay?Hewas

verymuchfleshandblood,ofhumanpersonality,broughtupina

lovingfamily.Agrowingsenseofhisownidentitymusthavealso

beenaccompaniedbyadeepeningawarenessofthewillofhisFa-

ther.

Hestands,healthy,strong,lookingbeyondMary,eagertofacehisfu-

ture,tostarthispubliclife.Hisloveandrespectforhismotheris

seeninthegentlerighthandonMary’sshoulderhoweverhisat-

tentionandeagernessandconcentrationaredrawnawayfromhis

motherandthepresenttotheworldbeyond.Likeanyteenager,he

hasalifetomake,adestinytofulfil.Withhimhewilltakethelove

andthevaluesbuiltintohislifebythosewhohavecaredforhim.

AsforMary?Seehowstillsheis.ThetimeisnearforJesus,Mary,

likeallmothers,isawareofhisdistancefromthepresentandan

impendingchange.Shehasdoneallshecan,overtheyearsshehas

triedtolovehersonintoever-fullerlife,encouraging,admonishing,

tryingtogiveherownstrength,values,vision,andspirittohim.Soon

however,itwillbetime,timetolethimgotodohisFather’swork.

Aswithallmotherstherecomesatimewhentheneedformore

words,moreadmonition,andmorephysicalpresencestops.Enough

hasbeensaid.Itisatimeforablessingandagradualbackingaway

toleavethechildbothfreeandempowered.

Maryrecognisesthisneedinherstillness.Withherhandsrestingon

herlap,shedoesnottouchJesus.Sheisatpeace,andyethowstrong

istheloveshebearsherson.Sheliftsherheadtowardshim.She
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looksathimwithsuchlove–agentlegaze,fullofconfidenceinhim,

eyesopentothetruthandpromiseoftheboyshehashelpedto

mould.Hermouth,too,isgentle;thereisalmostasmile;sheapproves

ofwhatshesees.

Perhapsnowatthemomentofherson’sleaving,doesMaryrealise

whatalllovingmotherscometorealiseintime,thatbirthisgiventwice,

oncebiologicallyandonceinfaith,oncetoaninfantandoncetoan

adult.Marygavebirthtoababy,butshehadtospendyearsnurturing,

coaxing,andcajolingthatinfantintoadulthood.Asachildgrows,ma-

tures,andtakesonapersonalityanddestinyofitsown,soamother

mustletherselfbepainfullystretchedinunderstanding,innotknowing,

incarryingtension,inlettinggo.Shemustsetfreehersontobeitself

somethingthatwasoncesofiercelyhers.Thepainsofchildbirthare

oftengentlecomparedtothissecondwrenchingoflettinggo.

ThesculptureisasymbolofourfaithinJesus,who,likeeachpupilin

ourschool,movesthroughadolescenceintomanhood.Itisasymbol

ofourfaithinMary,who,whilstuniqueinhertrustinGod,wasaloving

mother,likeeachmotherofourpupils.Sowhilstthesculpturehas

bothreligiousandspiritualmeaning,itisalsoverymuchaboutus,about

allmothersandsonsastheygrowinloveandunderstandingofthem-

selvesandeachother;andaboutthepainandgloryfoundintheirfinal

lettinggo.
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